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Comparative Ethnobotany of Tropical Forest Foragers:
A Case Study of the Baka of Africa and the Penan of Borneo
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Harrori Shiho* and Koizumi Miyako**

Two tropical-forest foraging groups, the Baka of Cameroon and the Penan of Indo-
nesian Borneo, were compared regarding their cthnobotanical knowledge. They had
similar numbers of plant names, but the Penan uscd seven times more binomial names

than the Baka. Plant diversity patterns and the total numbers of uschul plants were

similar among the study sites, and thus cannot explain the difference. There is some

cvidence that the Baka have been replacing their plant names with borrowed ones of

farmer languages, probably reducing the number of binomial names. The two groups

exhibited rich knowledge of uscful planss, especially for various kinds of roals and lighs

construction. The Baka, however, reported six times more plants for medicinal pur-

poscs than the Penan. It is generally considered that a nomadic way of life is relatively

frce from infectious diseases, but both of the study groups sercled several decades ago.

feedback

The Penan could visit a clinic in a nearby village, while the Baka needed ro treat health

problems by themselves. At the same time, the Baka had a broad and flexible idea of

iRt i sy cre Sl el o b Biitig sl o i & BECABCEN
7r BIERF Sk
7 #EIAFZ—H

vr EEERER TS — b

Penan. Furthermore, the medicinal practice of the Baka had a social role. These factors
should have contributed in their search for new medicinal plants.
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. FREERDFRCERL SCERL L, ABRRRICE CRELRFLHSVLILERR

L&k, o) LbEltRofiiEiies BRtolwERchA, TERMS A7 A = _ = T ®
SRR ORBEIHLTOS [Woodburn 19821, IR 27 A & 20 HEA I JSTAGENMEFR(GTHES ()

B
R aT ST ; d

especially for various kinds of tools and light construction. The Baka, however, =
il : TTLTHIS MEBREDES U W5

OTTOTTITET TTaTTTe:

reperted six imes more plants for medicinal purposes than the Penan. Itis
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